THE ADVENT OF THE MUSLIMS IN INDIA
THE History of commercial intercourse between India and the
"Western countries, Arabia, Palestine,   and   Egypt,   goes   back
to very ancient times.    King Solomon obtained his gold from
Ophir (the modem Beypur), as well as silver, ivory, apes and
peacocks.1 The Phoenicians traded with India,2 the Ptolemys
founded ports on the Red Sea to encourage Indian commerce,3
the Saleucidas followed their example by founding ports in the
Persian Gulf.4 The Greeks5 imported rice, ginger and cinnamon
from the Malabar coast.   The Greek and Roman writers were
acquainted   with   Indian   geography   and   wrote   about   Indian
exports and imports,   e.g.,   Hippalus   and   Pliny   in   the   first
century,   and   Periplus   of   the   Erythrean Sea in the second,
Cosma Indicopleustes in the sixth.   Ammian Marcellana mentions
that the Irdians of Ceylon, the Maldives and the Laccadives sent
deputations   to   congratulate   Julian.    The   Peutingerian   tables
(third century) mention a Roman settlement at Caranganore, and.
there was a colony of Indian merchants at Alexandria which was
massacred by Caracaila in the beginning of the third century,6
The coins of all the Roman Emperors from Augustus (d. 14 A.D.)
to Zeno (d. 491 A.D.) are found in Southern India, attesting to
the ample commerce which India had with the west.
The Persians7 manifested the same commercial activity as
the Romans. They founded Obollah at the confluence of the
Tigris and Euphrates near Busrah. The Sassanides made
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